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‘Impressively succinct yet wide-ranging... convincingly 
shows that migration has always been an integral part of humanity’

HEIN DE HAAS, author of How Migration Really Works

‘To move is human. Migration, therefore, is the story of humanity – 
as intimate to our history as evolution itself... An indispensable 

guide to our common origins – and our shared destiny.’
DR. PARAG KHANNA, author of Connectography

‘A bold and compelling account of the story of migration... 
generally shifts the global picture away from the usual suspects – 

the USA and Western Europe.’
ROBIN COHEN, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

‘A fresh, clear-eyed and timely analysis of the challenges 
and opportunities that comes from one of the most important 

themes of the 21st century’ 
PETER FRANKOPAN on The Age of the City

From our earliest wanderings to the rise of the digital nomad, 
here is the story of human migration.
For hundreds of thousands of years, the ability of Homo sapiens to travel across vast 
distances and adapt to new environments has been key to our survival as a species. Yet 
this deep migratory impulse is being tested as never before. By building ever stronger 
walls and raising barriers to progress, governments are harming the lives of migrants 
and threatening the future well-being of our societies. 

In The Shortest History of Migration, a visionary thinker tells a story of the movement 
of peoples that spans every age and continent and goes to the heart of what makes us 
human. Drawn from ancient records and the latest genetic research, it recounts strange, 
terrible and uplifting tales of migrants past and present, examining the legacies of 
empire, slavery and war. 

Finally, Goldin turns his attention to today’s world, bringing together the evidence 
of history with the most recent data to suggest how we might create a more humane 
future – one that allows us to reap the tremendous benefits that migration can offer.

‘Ian Goldin is one of the great authorities 
on globalisation’ GORDON BROWN


