
Arthur Hallingham is the youngest son of an English earl. He’s on the 
run from his former life – from a family where painful, half-understood 
secrets lurk.

Arthur travels on a slave ship to the coast of Virginia. Amidst the teeming 
squalor and vaulting ambitions of the New World, he encounters Flora, 
the tough daughter of an outlaw, and Shelo, a native medicine man with 
mysterious powers who seems to have a plan for him.

The three set off on a journey through the thick forests and along the 
wide rivers of the lush southern wilderness. As they near their destination, 
Shelo’s terrible and destructive purpose is gradually revealed.

This is a rich, beautiful and compelling novel that will appeal to fans of Au-
drey Niffenegger, Erin Morgenstern and Neil Gaiman, by a young debut 
author destined for literary stardom.

AN EXTRAORDINARY ODYSSEY 
INTO THE DARK HEART OF THE 

NEW WORLD
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•	 Shortlisted for the Edinburgh Book 
Festival First Book Award

•	 Strong sales and reviews for the trade 
pb at £12

•	 For readers of Audrey Niffenegger, Erin 
Morgenstern

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
S. E. Lister grew up in Gloucestershire, and studied 
Creative Writing at Warwick University.  She has 
been reading stories since she was old enough to 
pick up a book, and writing them almost as long. 
Alongside her fiction, she writes about philosophy 
and film for various magazines and websites.

‘CALMER THAN BUKOWSKI, 
LESS PORTENTOUS THAN 
KEROUAC, MORE HOPEFUL 
THAN WEST’ 
SAN DIEGO TRIBUNE
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‘A tale of adventure, a love story, an unveiling 
of quiet phantasmagoria and horrors and a com-
ing of age story, this grips and enchants and you 

never want it to end. A seductive new voice.’ 
MAXIM JAKUBOWSKI

‘A gothic road novel . . . the pace is well-handled 
throughout . . . This is the territory of Jungian 
archetypes, or the Seven Basic Plots, but the 

old ones are the good ones’ GUARDIAN


